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Is a Basset Hound Right for You? 

If you melt at the sight of big sad eyes, you may not be able to resist buying a Basset Hound 
puppy. These dogs have eyes that would melt even the hardest heart and a sweet and loving 
disposition to boot. 

The  Basset  Hound has a  keen sense  of  smell  and can track  scents  almost  as  well  as  its 
ancestor, the Bloodhound. In fact, this member of the American Kennel Club's hound group is 
apt to become so obsessed with a scent that he will ignore commands to come or heel. Basset 
Hounds were developed to be able to track scents through tight areas where the larger scent 
hounds could not fit.   

The Basset Hound weighs around sixty pounds and stands between eighteen and twenty inches 
high. These dogs can come in any AKC recognized hound dog color, although a dog with a 
white base coat with brown and black patches is most common. The Basset has long, droopy 
ears, which almost touch the ground when he is standing. His undershot jaw, broad chest, and 
short legs combine to give him a comical and clumsy appearance, but this dog can actually  
move very gracefully. 

Basset  Hounds  are  ideal  apartment  dogs,  as  long  as  neighbors  don't  mind  their  mournful  
vocalizations. These dogs actually don't care to exercise unless they are tracking a scent, but 
they must receive daily exercise to stay healthy. To keep your Basset in shape, you will have to 
walk with him, even if you have a fenced yard.
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If you are looking for a pet who does well with children or other pets, then a Basset Hound is a 
wonderful choice. These dogs adore people and will do anything to be with them. More than 
one Basset has endured the indignity of dressing up in frilly gowns just so he can spend time 
with the children he loves. 

Although Basset Hounds are loving and devoted pets, they do have a stubborn streak. Some 
people mistake this stubbornness for an intelligence problem and think that their Basset isn't 
smart  enough  to  learn  obedience.  However,  if  you  look  closely  at  your  Basset  as  he  is 
disobeying, you may just catch a naughty twinkle in his big, sad eyes. 

Your Basset is more apt to obey commands that mean he is spending time with you than 
commands that don't  interest  him, such as the stay command.  Since these dogs are a bit  
difficult  to train,  you may want to consider taking your puppy to obedience classes to get 
professional training help.  

Basset Hounds love to eat. Since this chow hound behavior and their disinterest in exercise is a 
bad combination, you will need to keep a close eye on your Basset's food consumption. If your 
Basset becomes overweight, ask your veterinarian to recommend a food that will help him lose 
some weight. 
Bassets require little grooming. Brush through his hair once a week to remove dirt and loose 
hair. You may also need to check his ears to be sure he doesn't develop any problems, since 
the air may not circulate well in such droopy ears. In fact, ear infections are one of the main 
health problems with this breed. Other common health problems are spinal related injuries and 
eye diseases.

If you want a dog whose sole purpose is to please his owners, then a Basset Hound may be the 
perfect choice for you and your family. 

So You Want a Beagle

When you think of Beagles, you probably picture a pack of these little guys baying at the top of 
their  lungs as they race after a fox or rabbit.  While it  is  true that these dogs are popular  
hunting dogs and have been used to hunt for several centuries, they also make wonderful 
family pets. 

The Beagle has a keen sense of  smell  and a strong hunting instinct.  This  member of  the  
American Kennel Club's hound group actually comes in two sizes, under thirteen inches and 
thirteen to fifteen inches. Except for the difference in size, both Beagle varieties are identical.  
The beagle has dark eyes, droopy ears, and a long tail. Its coat is short and most commonly  
comes in a combination of tan, black and white colors. You can also find orange, black, or tan 
dogs with white markings.    
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The Beagle can adapt to apartment life,  but may prove to be annoying to neighbors if  he 
constantly warns you of strange noises. These dogs are tireless hunters and need a way to burn 
off some of that energy, so you will need to take your Beagle for long walks or go for a romp in  
the park. Think twice before letting him off the leash, however, since a Beagle who is hot on 
the trail of a rabbit will forget all of his obedience training while he tracks down his prey. 

The Beagle loves children and other dogs, but will probably take every available opportunity to 
harass the family cat. These dogs are very playful and affectionate, but they do tend to sulk if 
they don't get their own way. In fact, these dogs are so sensitive that something as simple as 
someone laughing at one of them when he has gotten into some mishap can cause the Beagle 
to brood for days. You may need to warn your children to avoid upsetting your dog's delicate 
sensibilities.   

Although Beagles occasionally get too caught up in the chase to obey commands, they still 
should learn at least basic obedience. It will require patience and hard work to teach your dog, 
and you may want to consider getting some professional help by enrolling your little guy in 
puppy obedience classes.  

Beagles love to eat and they aren't picky. If you put your dog on a diet, he will happily eat  
garbage. In fact, even if he isn't on a diet, he may still hit the trashcans for an after dinner 
snack.

Your Beagle should be groomed once a week to alleviate shedding. Beagles usually get enough 
exercise to wear down their toenails on their own, but you may want to check your dog's nails 
to see if they need to be trimmed at least once a month. 

Beagles are generally a healthy breed. However, some of these dogs can develop heart disease  
or epilepsy. Of course, with their propensity to overeat, Beagles can also develop weight related 
diseases. 

If you want a dog who is a happy, well mannered little companion, then a Beagle may be the 
right dog for you. 

So You Want a Bichon Frise

If you suffer from allergies, but want to have a dog, you may want to take a look at the Bichon 
Frise. This charming little dog's sole function is to provide companionship and it does its job 
extremely well.

The Bichon Frise is classified as a part of the Non-Sporting Group by the American Kennel Club. 
The Bichon is a seven to thirteen pound dog that stands only nine to eleven inches tall. These  
fluffy little dogs are known for their thick white coats and alert, cheerful eyes. The Bichon's tail  
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is carried proudly over its back.

Bichons are a perfect choice for a family dog, as long as the children are old enough to know 
how to handle a dog without hurting it. Although your Bichon may tolerate rough treatment, he 
can easily be injured. These dogs get along well with older children, as well as dogs and other  
pets.  

Since the Bichon Frise loves to spend time with people, this breed is quite content with life in  
apartments or town homes. Of course, your dog won't object to a home with a fenced yard. If 
you don't have a fenced yard, you should be prepared to take your dog for a daily stroll around  
the block so he stays healthy and strong.

Although Bichon Frises are small dogs and do not have stubborn tendencies, it is still a good 
idea to teach your puppy some basic obedience commands. If your Bichon ever runs out the 
front door and heads for the street, you will want to be sure that you can call him back to your  
side. 

Of course, you can teach him a few simple commands yourself, but puppy obedience classes 
can make training easier. In addition, these classes are a good way for you to teach your puppy 
socialization skills. Of course, once you begin obedience classes, your little guy's aptitude for 
obedience may just convince you to keep on learning. These dogs have a reputation for being  
incredibly intelligent. In fact, Bichons often perform as highly trained circus dogs. 

Bichon Frises are not expensive to feed. Since small dogs often have dental problems, you may 
want to make sure that you use a dry food diet. If you decide to feed your puppy soft food, be 
sure you brush his teeth frequently. 

The one drawback of the Bichon Frise breed is that these dogs need extensive grooming. You  
will need to brush out your Bichon's fluffy coat frequently or he will look like a ratty mop head 
instead of a beautiful, elegant little dog. You will also need to have his coat cut and shaped at  
least once a month. If you can't groom your dog yourself, this can become a major expense. 

The good news is that Bichon Frises are a very healthy breed. This breed actually has no 
common health problems.

If you want a sweet and affectionate pet who doesn't cause you to break out in hives, then a  
Bichon Frise may just be the perfect dog breed for you and your family. 

Should You Buy a Bloodhound?

The Bloodhound is a familiar sight in movies that feature escaped convicts. Although the sound 
of these big dogs baying as they find the scent they are searching for may be a chilling sound 
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to an escapee, it can be a comforting sound. After all,  Bloodhounds are also used to track 
people who are lost or disoriented.

The  Bloodhound,  which  is  a  member  of  the  American  Kennel  Club's  Hound Group,  stands 
twenty three to twenty seven inches tall and weighs in at eighty to one hundred ten pounds.  
These dogs are known for their long droopy ears and their gloomy looking wrinkled faces. They 
have short coats of coarse hair, which can come in black and tan, red, or liver and tan colors.

Although criminals fear Bloodhounds, these dogs are actually too sweet to be used as guard or 
attack dogs. It is true that a Bloodhound will track down a man's scent, but these dogs do not  
hunt people to hurt them. Bloodhounds need to work with handlers because they will rush right 
up to a hardened killer and great him like a long lost friend.  

While their gentle nature makes these dogs a wonderful choice for families, Bloodhounds do 
have some quirks.  This  breed is  a  decision maker,  which means it  does  not  do well  with 
obedience training.  The same traits that  enable this  breed to track down scents make the 
Bloodhound less likely to obey and more stubborn than most other breeds. 

Teaching your Bloodhound to obey involves a lot of patience and understanding. Never yell at 
him or treat him roughly, as he may become permanently scarred from this treatment. If you 
can't  teach  your  dog  to  obey  commands,  you may  want  to  consider  getting  help  from a 
professional dog trainer who uses positive reinforcement methods. 

Although the Bloodhound loves to spend time with its family, this breed cannot endure life in 
the city. Bloodhounds need more exercise than most breeds. A house with a large fenced yard 
is ideal. You may also need to take your Bloodhound for long walks to burn off excess energy. 

Bloodhounds enjoy eating and can make a considerable difference in your grocery budget. 
Since these dogs can suffer from stomach problems and are prone to developing hip dysplasia, 
you may want to consult your veterinarian to see if you should use a special dog food for your  
Bloodhound.

Although Bloodhounds do not need to be brushed frequently, they do need to have their face 
wrinkles  and  creases  cleaned  to  prevent  odors  and  bacteria  growth.  You  also  should  be 
prepared for your dog to develop ear infections if enough air does not circulate to his ears.  

Any breed that has been around long before the Dark Ages will have a few health problems. 
Besides hip dysplasia and stomach problems, the Bloodhound can suffer from eyelid problems. 
However, the Bloodhound's most frustrating problem is not actually a disease. The droopy lips 
that add to this breed's mournful appearance cause the Bloodhound to drool and slobber more 
than most other breeds.

If  you  want  a  dog  breed  that  has  withstood  the  test  of  time  and  still  has  a  wonderful 
personality, you may want to take a close look at the Bloodhound. 
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Is a Boxer the Right Breed for You? 

If you want a dog that is a marshmallow with your children, but a strong deterrent to criminals, 
you may want to take a look at the Boxer. The Boxer gets its name from its habit of using its 
front legs to box when it is fighting. These powerful dogs were originally used as hunting dogs,  
although they quickly became popular as police and military dogs in Europe. 

As people began to discover how devoted and loving the Boxer was to its family, this dog breed 
turned into a companion dog, as well. Interestingly enough, the versatile Boxer didn't become 
popular in the United States until men returning from fighting in World War II brought some of 
these dogs home with them. 

Although Boxers are considered to be medium sized dogs, they have the strength of a big dog. 
A young, healthy Boxer is all muscle and energy and weighs in at fifty to eighty pounds. These 
dogs have a broad chest, a wide skull and a face similar to that of a Bulldog. Their big brown 
eyes are very expressive and these dogs are not above using a pitiful 'poor me' look to get their 
own way. 

Boxers should be fawn or brindle with black mask like markings on their face. A dog with white 
markings is considered to be flashy. However, if a Boxer has more than one third of its body 
covered in white or is completely white, it will be unable to compete in the show ring. Also, 
white Boxers are prone to deafness, as well as other health problems. 

If you live in an apartment, a Boxer may not be the right breed for you. These dogs are high  
energy animals and really  need to be able to exercise frequently.  A home with a securely 
fenced yard is ideal for a Boxer. You will need to be sure the fence is high enough and secure  
enough to prevent your dog from escaping, since a Boxer can easily jump over lower fences. 

Although most Boxers get along well with other dogs, you may not want to buy a Boxer if you 
have a small  dog or cat. If  you do have other dogs, consider neutering your Boxer at six 
months to keep aggression toward other dogs in check. Small children and Boxers get along 
quite nicely, although your Boxer may be too energetic to play with toddlers until he matures. 
After all, a young, exuberant Boxer can easily knock an adult flat with an overly enthusiastic  
greeting. 

Since Boxers are so high energy and so powerful, these dogs need to be enrolled in obedience 
training while they are still easy to control. Puppy classes can also help you socialize your Boxer  
and will teach him to play nicely with other dogs. These dogs are eager to please and should 
pick up basic obedience commands quickly. You may want to consider advanced obedience and 
agility training for your Boxer, as well. 
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Boxers require very little grooming. Simply brush through your dog's sleek coat once a week to 
remove loose hair so you don't have to vacuum it off of your floor. You should also clean your  
dog's teeth and check his nails to see if they need to be trimmed. 

Boxers are hearty eaters. You should consider feeding your dog a food formulated for large 
dogs, since Boxers are prone to hip dysplasia. These dogs have relatively few other serious 
health problems. You may want to check for a history of heart or thyroid disease before buying 
a puppy. 

So, if you want a dog who will be a devoted friend and companion, then a Boxer may be the 
perfect choice for you. 

So You Want a Bull Terrier

The Bull Terrier is a good dog that has developed a bad reputation. This dog was created to 
fight and when a Bull Terrier is mistreated, it can be made into a dog that is quite aggressive,  
even vicious. With proper care and training, a Bull Terrier puppy can grow up to be a sweet and 
loving dog. In fact, at times this breed is even slightly silly. However, an older dog who has 
been mistreated may never be truly trustworthy and should not be placed in a home where it  
has access to children. 

The Bull Terrier is a member of the American Kennel Club's terrier group and most commonly 
comes in pure white or brindle. Brindle dogs can have white markings, but they cannot be 
predominantly white. Don't confuse this dog with its relative, the American Pit Bull Terrier. The 
Bull Terrier is a solidly built, muscular animal, weighing in at fifty five to seventy pounds. The 
dog's  broad  chest  and bullet  shaped head are  distinctive  identifying  characteristics  for  the 
breed.  

The Bull  Terrier is content living in an apartment as long as it  receives plenty of exercise. 
However, these dogs prefer living in a home with a roomy, securely fenced yard. No matter 
where or how you exercise your dog, be sure he cannot escape, as some Bull Terriers and cats 
or small dogs can be a deadly combination.   

The Bull Terrier loves family life and often is quite good with children. These dogs love to play  
and will spend hours playing frisbee. However, if you do not have children of your own, and 
your Bull Terrier isn't used to small children, never leave your Bull Terrier with visiting children 
unattended,  as  infants  and  toddlers  are  sometimes  mistaken  for  other  animals  instead  of  
people.    

If you've never owned a dog before, then the Bull Terrier is definitely not for you. These dogs 
are not a good match with inexperienced dog owners. In addition, if you are a shrinking violet 
instead of an assertive person, your Bull Terrier will sense this. He will quickly dominate you 
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and rule your household.

Since Bull Terriers are such powerful animals, you will need to be sure your dog is thoroughly 
trained before he gets too big for you to control easily. It is a good idea to enroll your dog in  
puppy obedience classes,  so you can be sure he is  correctly  trained while  he is  small.  In  
addition, obedience classes are an important step in socializing your puppy.   

Bull Terriers can put away quite a bit of dog chow. While they don't eat as much as a Great 
Dane, these dogs can make a noticeable difference in the grocery budget. You may want to ask  
your veterinarian about feeding your Bull Terrier a dog chow that alleviates kidney problems. 
Besides being prone to kidney disease, the Bull Terrier can develop heart disease or deafness.

Your Bull Terrier needs very little grooming. You may want to brush him weekly to remove 
loose hair and dirt to keep his coat looking smooth and healthy. You may also want to brush his  
teeth and trim his nails.  

If you are an experienced dog owner and are willing to work with your dog to turn him into a 
good citizen, then you may want to take a look at the Bull Terrier.

So You Want a Bulldog

A Bulldog is much more than a pair of sad eyes and droopy jaws, but this dog's appearance is a  
major reason for its popularity. The other reason these dogs are so popular is that they have a  
sweet and gentle nature. 

This  breed  was  originally  created  to  help  butchers  slaughter  bulls.  Some people  used  the 
tenacious nature of the Bulldog to turn their dogs into bull baiters. When this ugly sport was 
outlawed, people that loved the breed began breeding only the sweetest dogs. Today, these 
dogs are sociable, friendly animals.

The Bulldog is a medium sized dog, but is still  very powerful.  These dogs weigh 40 to 50 
pounds and stand 12 to 16 inches high. A Bulldog has a squat body, a flat forehead, and large 
jaws. This breed has dark, gentle eyes. Some Bulldogs have corkscrew tails, but they can also 
have straight tails.

The American Kennel Club classifies this breed as a member of the Non-Sporting Group. These 
odd looking dogs have one purpose, to be devoted companions. Luckily, they are well suited to 
their role. 

Bulldogs are the ideal pets for apartment owners. They are very low energy and do not need to 
spend a lot of time exercising. Of course, they still enjoy taking a leisurely evening walk with 
their owners. 
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Of course, like any breed, the Bulldog does have a few flaws. When you live with a Bulldog, you 
may feel as though you are living in a frat house, since this breed will snore, drool, and pass 
gas frequently. Sometimes, one of these normally sweet natured dogs will bully other dogs, 
especially if there is food involved. 

Despite their size, Bulldogs can be quite powerful. Because of this, it will be much easier for you 
to start training your dog as a puppy. Luckily, these dogs are eager to please their owners, 
although they are not always quick learners. In fact, some Bulldogs cannot understand even the 
simplest commands until they are six months old.  

A Bulldog has a bit of a reputation as a chow hound. This breed likes to eat. However, you will  
need to be sure that you do not let your Bulldog overeat, since obesity can lead to serious  
health problems. Other health problems these charmers face are allergies, hip dysplasia, eye 
problems, and breathing problems. 

Bulldog owners need to be especially careful to keep their dogs out of the sun. These dogs can  
overheat easily, which can prove fatal. Also, since this breed is prone to breathing problems, 
Bulldogs should never be walked using a choke collar. A harness will help you prevent their 
already small tracheas from being damaged.  
 
With their short coats, Bulldogs need very little grooming. However, the wrinkles on their face 
require careful cleaning. If you do not keep your Bulldog's wrinkles clean, he could develop skin 
infections, not to mention a nasty odor.  

If you want a loving family pet and can overlook the fact that your little guy is a bit odoriferous, 
then a Bulldog may just be the right breed for you.

Should You Buy a Chihuahua? 

If you watch television, you've probably seen celebrities like Paris Hilton toting around tiny dogs  
with big poppy brown eyes. These dogs, called Chihuahuas, are one of the smallest dog breeds 
in the world. The Chihuahua first appeared in Mexico and does well in warmer climates. Of 
course, a doggy sweater can make one of these small dogs feel warm and cozy during winter 
months. 

The Chihuahua weighs in as a lightweight at one to six pounds and stands only about five 
inches high. These little dogs come in a wide range of colors, although tan or black and tan 
dogs are most common. They have prick ears, an alert expression, and big, slightly poppy eyes. 
This breed has both short haired and long haired varieties. 

The American Kennel Club considers Chihuahuas to be part of the Toy Group. These dogs were 
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bred to be companion dogs and they excel at this task. This breed hates to be alone and thrives 
when it is in the thick of things. 

Chihuahuas are ideal apartment dogs, since they do not take up much room and do not need a 
ton of exercise. Some people even train these little guys to use a litter box. This doesn't mean 
that  a  Chihuahua  won't  enjoy  living  in  a  house  with  a  yard,  though.  This  breed  enjoys 
exercising and playing outdoors on warm days. 

The  Chihuahua  can sometimes  be  nippy  with  small  children,  especially  if  it  is  accidentally 
injured and has reason to fear being handled by them. This breed also tends to be bossy and 
easily spoiled,  especially  if  the dog's owners allow it  to get away with aggressive or angry 
behaviors. If you have other dogs, you will need to be sure that your Chihuahua does not bully  
them. 

These dogs will pick a fight with much larger dogs, since they sincerely believe that they have 
the size and strength of a Rottweiler. In fact, the Chihuahua is a wonderful guard dog and will  
also take on human intruders.

Because they have a tendency to be self  centered and badly behaved,  Chihuahuas should 
receive puppy obedience training. After all, even a tiny tyrant can be unpleasant to be around.  
Puppy classes will help your dog to learn basic obedience, but they also have another important  
purpose, socializing your puppy. He will learn at an early age to get along with people and 
other dogs.  Despite their  size, these dogs are quite intelligent and do well  with obedience 
training. Some of them even go on to take agility classes. 

Chihuahuas eat very little, but feeding costs can still be a bit high, since these dogs are often 
picky eaters. Also, this breed is so delicate that some dogs have trouble eating hard, dry food.  
Chihuahuas are prone to dislocated jaws, fractures, epilepsy and rheumatism. 

Short  haired Chihuahuas  require  very  little  care.  Long haired Chihuahuas  need a  bit  more 
grooming, but still do not need to be brushed more than once a week. With their tiny jaws, it is 
no surprise that some of these dogs have dental problems, so you may also want to brush your 
dog's teeth daily.  

If you want a dog who is small enough to tuck into your pocket, but has the heart of a much 
bigger dog, then a Chihuahua may be the right dog for you.  

Is a Chow Chow the Breed for You?

Normally, a blue tongued dog would be a cause for concern. However, when that blue tongue 
belongs to your Chow Chow, it is completely normal. Chow Chows have a black tongue with a  
distinctive bluish tint. 
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The Chow Chow originated in China, where it was used as a hunting dog. Asian sailors brought 
these dogs with them to England, where their exotic appearance quickly made them popular. 
This breed is classified by the American Kennel Club as a member of the Non-Sporting group. 

The Chow Chow is a 45 to 70 pound dog that stands 17 to 20 inches high. Its down turned lips  
can give this breed a deceptively angry appearance. This unfriendly impression is offset by the 
tail curling over the dog's back and its thick double coat. The red Chow Chow is most common, 
but these furry dogs also can have black, blue, cinnamon, or cream colored coats. 

Chow Chows are not high energy dogs, but they do need a bit more exercise than an apartment 
provides. A small fenced yard is adequate for this breed. If you do live in an apartment, be 
prepared to take your Chow Chow for a daily run. However, do not allow him to run loose in the 
park, as Chows are prone to aggressiveness toward other dogs. 

While Chow Chows are devoted to their families and usually love children, they do not often do 
well with other pets. New owners should concentrate on socializing their puppies to be sure 
they do not grow up to be dangerous or aggressive to strangers. Puppy obedience classes are a  
good way to socialize your puppy while being sure it receives thorough obedience training. 

Besides their tendency to be aloof and unfriendly to people outside the family, these dogs do 
have a few other drawbacks. They have a tendency to dominate people if they can get away 
with it and they can bully inexperienced dog owners. You will have to be firm with your dog and 
should always be sure to follow through on commands.
 
Since they are not extremely active dogs, Chows do not eat a lot. You should feed your dog a 
nutritious puppy food while he is young and a good adult dog food when he grows older. While 
they are easy to feed, they do require quite a lot of grooming. Their thick coats are hard to 
brush because they are so dense.  

While they are big dogs, Chow Chows should not spend too much time outside during the 
summer, since their thick coats do not protect Chows from heat sensitivity. These dogs also can 
suffer from hip dysplasia and often have problems with their knee joints.      

If you don't mind that Chow Chows have a bit of an attitude problem when they are dealing 
with strangers or other animals, then this might just be the right breed for you. After all, there 
is nothing quite like hugging one of these fuzzy, bear like dogs on a chilly winter night.  

Is a Cocker Spaniel Right for You?

The Cocker Spaniel is such a pretty, graceful dog in the show ring that it is hard to imagine that 
this breed was developed to be a working dog. However, before Cocker Spaniels were bred for 
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their long, flowing coats, these bouncy little dogs were developed to be able to work tirelessly 
alongside hunters and sportsmen. Today, the spunky little Cocker has few of its former hunting  
instincts. Instead, this breed has become popular as a family pet. 

Cocker Spaniels are small dogs and weigh in at twenty four to twenty nine pounds. They stand  
fifteen to sixteen inches tall. This breed is known for its feathery, long leg hair, its floppy ears,  
and its soulful dark eyes. The Cocker comes in a wide range of colors, including black, cream,  
roan, black and white, orange and white, tan tricolor, and black with tan points. 

For several years, Cocker Spaniels were so popular that some breeders allowed dogs with bad 
temperaments to reproduce. The resulting puppies with bad traits were bred back to other dogs 
with bad traits. Suddenly, the Cocker Spaniel  breed was filled with dogs who suffered from 
inexplicable episodes of rage or were extremely high strung. 

Luckily, breed enthusiasts stepped in to rescue the breed and have been breeding dogs with 
sound temperaments. Now, most Cockers are once again wonderful family pets and are good 
with  children  and  other  animals.  To  be  sure  you  buy  a  Cocker  Spaniel  with  a  good 
temperament, only buy from a reputable breeder and make certain you meet both parents.

Since Cocker Spaniels are not high energy dogs, they do well in apartments, town houses, or 
single homes. However, your dog will still need to be exercised daily. If you have a child who 
likes to throw balls or sticks, your Cocker will be blissfully happy, since these dogs love to play  
fetch.  

Although Cocker Spaniels are small enough to be easily controlled when they are full grown, it  
is still a good idea to train your dog. Puppy classes will help him learn to get along well with 
other dogs and people. These classes are also a good idea for new dog owners, since owners 
are actually learning alongside their dogs.

The Cocker Spaniel's coat requires a fair amount of grooming, especially if you want your dog 
to have that beautiful feathery leg hair. If you do not keep your Cocker's coat clipped short, be  
prepared to brush his coat at least three times a week. Keep a close eye on your dog's ears,  
since those hairy floppy ears don't always get enough air circulating to keep them healthy. 

Cocker Spaniels have a bit of a reputation for being gluttonous. When feeding your dog, be 
sure you use proper portion sizes. You may also want to consider avoiding the use of treats as 
training rewards. The charming Cocker can suffer from other health problems besides obesity. 
They  include  hip  dysplasia,  bad  knees,  epilepsy,  eye  problems,  heart  disease  and  allergy 
problems.    

If you want a small family dog with a playful spirit, then a Cocker Spaniel just may be the right 
breed for you.
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So You Want a Collie

Almost every child wants to own Lassie, the wonder Collie. Unfortunately, if the child really  
expects one dog to be that incredible, a Collie puppy may be a bit of a disappointment. After 
all, in real life, Lassie is actually played by several hard working Collies. 

The Collie was originally bred to herd sheep and still has a strong protective instinct, which 
makes the breed an excellent choice for a family dog. Of course, not every Collie is a highly 
intelligent, diligent protector. Some of these dogs are high strung and nervous, but most are 
wonderful with children. The American Kennel Club classifies the Collie as part of the Herding 
Group. These dogs weigh 55 to 80 pounds and stand 22 to 26 inches tall. 

The Collie is strong and graceful and has plenty of endurance. This dog's almond shaped eyes  
seem to sparkle with intelligence, whether they are brown or blue in color. The Collie's prick  
ears give it an alert appearance. The Collie can be rough or smooth coated. The rough coat is 
longer and fuller than the smooth coat. This breed can come in sable and white, tricolor, or  
blue merle colors.    

The Collie enjoys living in the midst of an active family. This breed is not a good choice for  
apartment living, since it loves to spend time outside. A home with a large yard is ideal for the 
Collie breed. 

Although the Collie is friendly and outgoing, this dog is protective of its family and takes its 
duties as a watchdog seriously. Your Collie will bark at intruders, whether they are people, cats, 
squirrels, or pieces of trash blowing around the yard. 

The Collie can be quite headstrong and can get into quite a lot of mischief as a puppy. You 
should consider attending puppy obedience classes with your Collie, since it is easier to train a 
small puppy who hasn't developed bad habits than a sixty pound dog that has. Also, be sure to  
be firm with your puppy about staying on the floor if you do not want Collie hair on all of your  
furniture. Once you allow your dog on the furniture, he will feel that he has a right to be there  
any time you leave the room.

The Collie breed has very few health problems. Eye diseases and PRA are the most common 
problems  these  dogs  face.  In  fact,  you  are  much  more  likely  to  take  your  puppy  to  the  
veterinarian because he has injured himself while jumping from a moving vehicle or exploring 
his surroundings than you will for a health problem. 

Collies are quite happy to pack away plenty of food. These dogs have a tendency to overeat, so 
it is best to give them three small meals a day. If your Collie develops a bulge around his  
middle, talk to your veterinarian about switching to a food that promotes weight loss.    

Although a rough coated Collie has long hair, the Collie does not need extensive grooming.  
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Brush through your dog's coat several times a week to avoid mats, paying close attention to the 
hair around his face, behind his ears, and around his legs. 

The Collie is an intelligent family dog. If you want a dog who will protect your family and will 
play with the kids, the Collie may just be the perfect pet for you.

So You Want a Dalmation

With the popularity of the Disney cartoons featuring Dalmations, it is no wonder that this breed 
is in demand. However, few Dalmations act like the dogs in these movies, although Dalmation 
puppies can certainly get into plenty of mischief, just as their cartoon counterparts can. 

The Dalmation is a member of the American Kennel Club's Non-Sporting group. These dogs first  
arrived in  England during the 1700's,  where noblemen used them to  guard their  coaches. 
Dalmations were the ideal breed for this job, since they got along well with horses. In fact,  
Dalmations were so good with horses that they became popular with firemen, who used horse 
drawn fire wagons. By the time fire engines replaced the horse drawn wagons, Dalmations and 
fire stations were inseparable. 

The Dalmation is a 45 to 65 pound dog that stands 19 to 24 inches in height. This dog is well  
muscled without being overly bulky or stocky. Its eyes can be brown, blue, or a combination of  
the two colors. The Dalmation's long, graceful tail is extremely powerful. The sleek coat of this  
breed has a background of white that is covered with black or brown colored spots. As new 
born puppies, Dalmations have no spots. They are pure white until their spots begin to appear. 

Dalmations  are  extremely  high  energy  dogs  and  are  prone  to  hyperactive  behavior  and 
separation anxiety. You will need to be prepared to take your dog jogging or for a run in the 
park to burn off energy, as he may not burn off enough energy walking in the yard by himself.  
If possible, give your Dalmation a job to do. Obviously, not everyone has a horse in the back  
yard, but you can always teach your dog to fetch the morning paper.  

Inexperienced dog owners may not be able to handle this wonderful breed, as Dalmations have 
a tendency to be a bit hard headed. If you buy a Dalmation puppy, be prepared to attend 
puppy obedience classes. Also, socialize your puppy as frequently as possible, as Dalmations 
tend to be fearful around people they don't know.

Since they are so active, Dalmations burn a lot of calories. You will need to feed your puppy a 
good puppy chow that has plenty of nutrition. Also, check with your veterinarian to see which 
vitamins and supplements you should give your dog. Also, ask about special diets that help 
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reduce the chance of kidney or bladder stones, since this breed is prone to these problems. 
Dalmations are also prone to deafness, hip dysplasia and allergies.

Grooming a Dalmation is simple. Just brush your dog once a week to remove loose hair. If you  
don't groom your dog, you will spend quite a lot of time cleaning up his hair, as Dalmations can 
be heavy shedders.  

If you love the look of the Dalmation's spotted coat and enjoy living an active lifestyle, then the 
Dalmation may just be the perfect breed for you.   

Is a Doberman Pinscher Right For You?

Doberman Pinschers are a common sight  in the movies.  People are used to seeing people 
running for their lives as aggressive dogs lunge at them with demonic looking eyes. However, in  
real life, most Dobermans are actually loyal, intelligent family pets. 

The American Kennel Club classifies the Doberman Pinscher as a member of its Working Group. 
These dogs were originally bred to be police dogs.  They were also commonly used in the 
German military. The sight of one of these big, dangerous looking dogs coming toward them 
filled people with dread. After all, they are extremely powerful animals.  

The Doberman Pinscher is a square dog with a powerful chest and a bullet shaped head. This 
breed weighs in  at  anywhere from 55 to 90 pounds and stands 24 to 28 inches tall.  The 
Doberman's short coat is black, red, blue, or fawn with tan markings. Occasionally, these dogs  
have a white spot on their chests. Its almond shaped eyes are dark in color. Most Dobermans 
have their tails docked. While this may sound cruel, a docked tail can prevent painful accidents 
in the future. More than one undocked Doberman has accidentally broken his tail. 

Dobermans are not high energy dogs, but they have amazing endurance capabilities. These 
dogs do need exercise and do not do well in apartment settings. A fenced yard is a much better 
fit for them. Dobermans enjoy spending time with their owners, so even if you have a fenced 
yard, you should be prepared to take your dog for a daily walk. 

Despite the bad publicity this breed receives, most Dobermans are great with children and other 
pets.  These  devoted  family  dogs  will  do  anything  to  please  their  owners  and  are  highly 
trainable. However, you do need to be careful if you have young children and a Doberman 
puppy. Puppies can accidentally knock your children down, since they do not realize their own 
strength and are very energetic.   
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You will need to begin training and socializing your Doberman as soon as you bring him home 
to avoid problem behaviors. Dobermans are very intelligent and can get into quite a lot of 
mischief if they are left to themselves. Puppy obedience classes are a good idea, since the 
classes will help you train and socialize your puppy while he is young and easy to control. After 
all, who wants to wait until their dog weighs almost as much as they do before they try to teach 
him to sit.
 
Dobermans are big, muscular dogs and need a substantial amount of dog food. Be sure to feed 
your dog a food formulated for large breeds to be sure he gets the nutrition he needs.   

Doberman  Pinschers  are  prone  to  hypothyroidism  and  a  hereditary  condition  called  von 
Willebrand's disease. They also can develop heart problems. As they age, these oversized lap 
dogs are prone to becoming overweight, so you may want to check with your veterinarian to 
find out about special foods for older dogs. 

It is easy to groom a Doberman. You may want to brush your dog once a week to remove dirt 
and loose hair and you should check his nails to be sure they are not too long, but they rarely  
need any further grooming.  
 
Doberman Pinschers may look like hardened killers, but they are actually crËme puffs around 
their family. If you want a dog that will protect your home but still loves to snuggle up beside  
you at night, then a Doberman may be the right breed for you.

Dog Info Product Resources

K9dogtrainingclub.com - The Perfect Pooch Train-at-home System Is 
The #1 Dog Obedience Training Product Online.

Dog Trainer's Boot Camp - E-book Resource For Dog Training, Dog 
Grooming, House Training, And General Pet Care For All Dog Breeds.

Gourmet Dog Treats Recipes Cookbook - 150 Gourmet Dog Treats 
Recipes To Pamper Your Pooch.

Dog Breeders Bible - Dog Training, Dog Obedience, Dog 
Nutrition/health, Dog Breeding

Fast And Esay Dog Training - Dog Training Product Developed By A 
Veterinarian Which Includes Video, Audio And Ebook.
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Dog Training Tutor - Dog Training Tutor Is The Latest Dog Training 
Product

Guide To Dog Breeding Business Ebook - Make Money By Breeding 
Dogs And Working At Home. Discover The Secrets To A Responsible And 
Profitable Dog Breeding Business

Senior Dog Health Guide - A Complete Guide To Everything You Need 
To Know To Give Your Older Dog All The Great Care They Deserve. This 
Course Has Over 4 Hours Of Content, With 24 Videos And Included MP3 
Files. Topics Include Basic Care, Illness Prevention And End Of Life Issues.

Dog Lovers Essential Mega Pack - Dog Lovers Essential Mega Pack 
Containing Four Individual Products - 101 Ways To Spoil Your Dog Ebook, 
180 Delicious Gourmet Dog Recipes Ebook, Secrets To A Healthy And 
Happy Pooch Ebook, And Instinct Vs. Man Audio Visual Dog Training
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